Bureau of Dog Law Enfor’cement .
Pennsylvama Department of: Agneulture

: Z.Cameron Stree‘t i e
Hamsburg,PA 171100408 T e

RE: Comments on proposed Dog LaW regulatlons |
Dear Ms Bender | |

As a concerned citizen of the state of Pennsylvama, I respectfully subrmt this comment on the
proposed changes to the Dog Law regulatlons

Flrst, I would hke to commend the Department of Agnculture and the Bureau of Dog Law
Enforcement fot proposmg amend_lents to the Do Law Regulatlons to nnprove condltlons

1 The penaltxes in § 21 4(1)(111) for “faﬂure of an mdxvuiual to comply with licensure
provisions” should be increased from $25 to $300 per v101at10n to $25 to $300 per day of
violation.

2. The Secretary should be mandatmg to file suit to enJom operation of unlicensed kennels
where the kennel is not in comphance w1th the standards in the regulations and is unable to

qual]fy fora hcense

3. 1 commend the Department of Agncultlne and the Bureau of Dog Law. Enforcement for
doubhng the requlred cage § size. . Thls is perhaps the most nnportant change that can be made
_ al* . v

dog is- housedin a p enclosure, the primary enclosure must provide. adequate space f for
all dogs: For instance, 1f the enelosure houSes two dogs, it must provide double the cage
space that would be mqtmed for a single dog. If it houses three degs, it must prwxde three
times the cage space, etc.




4. Talso commend the Department of Agriculture and Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement for
including a provision that requires the dog wardens to visually observe the physical condltlcn
of each dog. However, the provisions regardmg orders of vetetinary care should be
strengthiened to state that the ownier must provide proof of current and proper vetermaly care
for the dog® This provision should also be amended to include excessive mattm' - and
excessively long toenails ‘as indications. of lack ‘of proper’ veterinary care. TInadequate
grooming can lead to painful medical issues for dogs, including skin lesions from excessive
matting and leg and joint injuries  from failure to keep toenails appropriately trimmed.
Moreover, the section should be amended to: require dog: Wardens to order.a veterinary check
on dogs that exhibit signs of mfectlon, contaglous disease or parasite; ot that appear to be.in
poor health where proof of current and proper vetennary care is not prov1ded

5. A new subsection should be added to § 21.30 clanfymg the reqmred trmnmg for dog
wardens. Training:in the following: areas:should be added into the regulations to‘expand upon
the requlrements set forth in 3 P.S.-§ 459-901:

1. State laws relating to dog licensing, control and

owner responsibilities;

2. State and federal laws relatmg to ammal care, cruelty
and neglect ‘ v

3. State laws relating to danger_ous dogs

9. Basms of i mterpretmg ammal behavwr,

10. Identification of i injury, d1sease abuse and neglect in
dogs, '

11. Animal hoarders; and

12. Civil hablllty issues.

6. A new section should be added to the regula’uons mandahng that the Department and dog
wardens coordinate anid work with law enforcement when applicable. It is imperative that the
department work with law enforcement, and specxﬁcally Humane Society police officers, to
ensure that both the cruelty laws and the Dog Law ate adequately enforced.

7. A new section should be added to the regulations requiring that a licensee must have

enough employees to carry out the level of husbandry practices and care required by the Act

and its regulations, = Additionally, the employees who provide for care and husbandry or
handle animals should be supefvised by dn individual who has the knowledge, background,
and experience in proper husbandry and care of dogs to supervise others. The licensee must
be certain that the supervisor and other employees can perform to such standards.



8. Stacking primary enclosures on top of one another should be prohibited. Stackmg cages
creaties an unnatural environment for the dogs.  Additionally, it makes observation of the dogs
more difficult and creates sanitation problems. Even with a tray or partition betweer
is likely that the pamuons may overflow, causing feces urine, food, ‘water, and '
onto the dogs located in the cages below |

'tofall'

9. The section on wire mesh ﬂoonng should be amended to make it at Ieast as strict as the
federal Animal Welfare Act, which- requires that metal strand flooting be greater than one-
eighth of an.inch in diameter (9. gauge) or. coated wrth a matenal such as plastlc or fiber,
Language should also be added requirir

g

prov1des 2 draft-
"""5_"1es the. dog to retain 1ts body he de ‘vulnerable when
lymg down and forcing a dog to lie over an expose n contribute 1o ¢
standards and survival standards are separate, and:
for survival does not necessanly make such an environmen

what ﬁre‘oreedm,g cumty suggests

Once again, I commend the Department of Agriculture and the Buireau of Dog Law
Enforcement for proposing regulations that will improve the conditions for. dogs housed and
bred in Pennsylvania’s commercial kenmnels. The changes I have noted above will further
ensure that such dogs are. protected Thank you for your time and- cons1deratlon

Sincerely,
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